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As I take time to reflect on this past year at Community Bridges (CB), I'm truly amazed at how
comprehensive our programs and services were in a time that was so uncertain in our community. We
have learned how to pivot our programs, approach and services to meet the day to day challenges that
COVID-19 brought to our girls, families and community. For the last 20 months we as a nation, a
community and as an organization have faced the largest pandemic of our lifetime but throughout every
moment Community Bridges continued to thrive.

I’m proud to say during the last year we continued our traditional programs virtually while layering on
top case management and weekly delivery of food, toiletries and basic needs such as school supplies and
masks to our CB girls! Community Bridges continued to be an essential bridge for over 1,800 CB girls and
their family members to be connected to community resources and support systems. Towards the end of
the school year we started in person field trips, service learning opportunities and ways to connect in
person after several months of virtual programming. 

Through the annual report you will see that while we are a small organization, we have continued to
thrive and make a tremendous impact on our community during COVID-19. Turn the page and follow
along in the story that is Community Bridges. With your continued support, we will continue to provide
an integrated, holistic program for girls from elementary through high school and beyond where they
continue to find their strength, tap into their resiliency and use their voice to advocate for social justice.
Thank you for joining the CB family, you are helping our girls reach new heights. 

                                                                                                                                                Sincerely,

                                                                                                                                               Shannon Babe-Thomas
                                                                                                                                               Executive Director  

Dear CB Family,
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We envision an inclusive community where each person is valued and has
abundant opportunities to improve themselves and the world around them.

Community Bridges empowers girls from diverse backgrounds to
become exceptional students, positive leaders, and healthy young
women.

OUR MISSION

OUR VISION



CB Girls Program: is an after school empowerment
program that encourages girls in 4th - 12th grades to
explore their identity and self-esteem in a safe space.

CB Tutoring and Academic Support: connects CB girls
with volunteer tutors and staff to offer academic support.

College Access and Success Program: is a comprehensive
college access, attainment and retention program that
serves CB high school senior girls and CB alumnae. 

Alumnae Program: extension program to expand our
services through college completion and beyond.

Mentoring Program: connects positive adult female leaders
with CB middle school and high school girls for an
impactful mentoring experience.

Family Support: is an integrated component of our
program(s) that provides families of CB girls with
opportunities to participate in girls’ projects and events
and connections to services.

Equity and Inclusion Committee: is an education and
action youth-led committee aiming to bring equity and
inclusion to Montgomery County Public Schools.

CB Pilot Program: ensures that CB students reach
academic self-efficacy and are supported with any learning
accessibility needs early on.

CB Programs



Hispanic/Latina
46%

Black/African
42%

Bi/Multi-Racial
6%

Asian
4%

White
2%

Girls Served in 4-12 Grade

Total encounters the CB
Girls Program Served

3,218

Race &
Ethnicity

4.236 Total hours of Programming Conducted 

16 Total School Partners
5 Elementary School

6 Middle School
5 High School 

of after school program sessions
in areas that support academic
excellence, positive leadership,
health and team building.

94% of CB girls qualify for free or reduced
price meals.

CB Girls Program

86% of CB girls were born outside the U.S.

244

1,5071,4301,299

ES
MS

HS

40 
Weeks

95% CB families do not meet the
basic Family Self- Sufficiency Standards for
Maryland in Montgomery County ($86,850).



CB Girls Program

Special Programs Series with Community 
Partners 

 

Weekly School Program

Homework Club/One-on-one Tutoring
 

Field Trips/Out of School Experiences

Conflict Resolution Center of Montgomery County, Kalanidhi Dance Salons, Theater Lab, CREATE Arts, and
Fair Girls delivered educational series for our participants to expand their skillsets and enhance creativity,
critical thinking and self expression while at home. 
CB held journaling, healthy body and healthy mind series where girls gained tools to support heath during the
pandemic. 
CB brought girls together outdoors, through the C&O Canal Trust, The Rotary Club of Downtown Silver Spring
Fenton Street clean-ups, Butler's Orchard and field trips to Glen Echo Park, University of Maryland and
Brookside Gardens.

Despite unique challenges to connect in person during the pandemic, our partnerships and opportunities for our
CB girls highlighted our strength in building bridges in the community. We collaborated with incredible
organizations and partners to support our mission. 



of graduates awarded MCPS Certificate of Merit 

CB College Access
Agnes Scott College, GA Bowie State University, MD Boston University, MA Catholic University of America, DC Frostburg State University, MD George Mason University, VA George Washington University, DC Hampton University, VA High Point University, NC Hollins University, VA Hood College, MD Howard University, DC Ithaca College, NY Loyola of Maryland, MD Louisiana State University, LA Mt. Holyoke College, MA NC A&T State University, NC Notre Dame of Maryland, MD Longwood University, VA McDaniel College, MD Montgomery College, MD Morgan State University, MD Pennsylvania State University, PA The New School, NY  Salisbury University, MD Spelman College, GA St. Mary’s College of Maryland, MD Stevenson University, MD Fordham University, NY Temple University, PA Trinity Washington University, DC Towson University, MD Tulane University, LA University of Maryland, Baltimore County University of Maryland, College Park University of Maryland , Eastern Shore University of Pennsylvania, PA Washington College, MD York College of Pennsylvania, PA

of high school seniors graduated in Spring
2021 & enrolled to attend college/university

CB Class of 2021 College Acceptance
and Matriculation List

 hours of one-on-one College Advising provided

100%

80%
1,007



$1,601,396

Major Scholarships & Recognition Awarded to the Class of 2021
AFBC Foundation (Alfred Street Baptist Church) Foundation

AFCEA DC (Armed Forces Communications and Electronics Association)
Bonner Service Scholar  (Spelman College)               
Center for Women in Technology Scholar  (UMBC)

Horatio Alger State Scholar 
Jackie Robinson Foundation Impact Program

Joanne & William Conway Nursing Scholarship 
Maryland State Representative Jheanelle K. Wilkins Scholarship

Maryland State Senator Craig Zucker Scholarship
Maryland State Representative Eric Luedtke Scholarship
Maryland State Senator William C. Smith, Jr. Scholarship

Medstar Women’s Board Scholarship 
Montgomery College Honors Program

Park Scholar (Ithaca College)

99 Total Alumnae
from (2014-2020) 

 105.5
Total programing hours

12 Programs/Workshops
offered to Alumnae in FY'21

CB Alumnae Program

And Success Program

Total 2021 Graduates Institutional
Aid & Scholarships Awarded

Scholarship Applications
Food Access
Social Security Benefits
College Applications
(Transferring from 2-year to
4-year institutions)

15 Alumnae supported with
transition services including:

 

73 hours of volunteer hours
provided by Alumnae

 
In the past year, alumnae actively
participated in the organization

including interning, tutoring and
volunteering to deliver

groceries/toiletries



Community Bridges
Family Support

“Community Bridges means a lot to us as a family because they
were always there to help us with what we needed in these difficult

times. My family is very grateful for all the support. We needed
more help because I don't have a car. CB was always at my door to
deliver my groceries. Thank you for each one of these programs.” 

- CB Parent, Fani Hernandez

1177
CB girls and their

family members have
been supported with

access to basic
necessities

During the COVID-19 pandemic, Community
Bridges pivoted to meet the immediate needs of
CB girls and their families, providing access to
food and toiletries while continuing to provide

social and emotional support that is so vital. The
Community Bridges Family Support program

has worked with CB families to create
sustainable solutions. Pictured above, the Louis

family received a "Growing Healthy Futures"
garden crate with supplies to grow their own
vegetables at home. CB staff also connected
each family with available resources in the

community and to their schools' pupil personnel
workers, provided monthly newsletters and

information from the county.

500,000
Pounds of food were
provided to CB girls

and their families



Community Bridges Mentor Program

Let's follow the journey of CB Mentor/Mentee pair
Wendy and DjeDje

The Mentor/Mentee pair were matched in 2017.
Wendy is a lawyer and DjeDje was interested in

pursuing a career in law.

Pictured here is the pair at DjeDje's
graduation party. DjeDje is now a freshman

at Spelman pursuing law.

Throughout their mentor/mentee relationship, Wendy
encouraged DjeDje to apply to opportunities that

supported her interest in law. In Summer 2019, DjeDje
had the opportunity to intern at Representative Jamie

Raskin's office. "She not only helped me break out of my
social anxiety, but she also helped me gain confidence in

my skill and who I am," says DjeDje.  

CB Mentors spent a 
total of 1,222 hours

communicating/spending
time with CB Mentees

38 Total Mentor Matches
18 Returning Pairs

20 New Pairs
 

95 hours of mentoring
focused on academics and

college preparation



Equity Inclusion Committee (EIC)

In FY'20, Community Bridges introduced its very own youth-led committee. 2021 was a very heavy year for all of
us including the pandemic and continued social injustice. CB girls shifted the focus on racial healing and how

they could help the community move forward. The EIC also started a relationship with fellow community
nonprofit, GB Youth Media to create a podcast series on Racial Healing. The podcast will provide an opportunity

for CB girls to share their voices, opinions and experiences with members in the community to cultivate
community solidarity and healing.

(From left to right: CB girls visit the Josiah Henson Museum & Park in honor of Juneteenth, CB girls at the
Racial Healing Event)

21 276Girls who participated 
in the EIC

Total hours of
programming in the EIC



BOARD CHAIR
Sharon Gleason

Society of Nuclear and 
Molecular Engineering 

SECRETARY
Leslie Heyer

Cycle Technologies, Inc.

VICE CHAIR
Alicia Alexion

Alexion Fischer, LLC

TREASURER
Kenneth Nelson

Montgomery College

Corporate Donations
1.6%

In-Kind Donations
25.4%

Government Support
27%

Board Donations
5.2%

Foundations/Grants
22.7%

Other
7.2%

Individual Giving
4.7%

Fundraising
8.9%

Program Services 
78.1%

Management + General 
13.1%

Program Services: $599,333
Management + General: $100,380
Fundraising: $68,163

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
2021-2022

Christina Taylor Serrano
Taylormade Experience

Deirdre Robinson
The Donohoe Companies, Inc.

Edward (Ted) Geier
Morgan Stanley

Maryam Casbarro
Davis Wright Tremaine LLP

IMMEDIATE PAST BOARD CHAIR

Skyline, LLC
Robin Salomon

Alicia Escoto
University of Maryland Global Campus

Cara Capizzi
Capizzi Designs

Jennifer Dickens
NOAA

Mier Wolf
Retired Federal Government Attorney

Wendy Doernberg
U.S Department of Commerce

Etsube Yitbarek
CB Girl Representative

Kate Kennedy
Mid-Atlantic, Share Our Strength

Priscilla Bullock
PwC

Kimberly Rusnak
Greater Washington 

Community Foundation

Financials
INCOME

EXPENSES

Total Income By Source: $954,599

Total Expenses By Source: $767,876

Foundations/Grants: $216,493
Government Support: $257,476
Board Donations: $49,796
Individual Giving: $44,407
Corporate Donations: $15,602
In Kind: $242,241
Events: $59,520
Other: $69,064



HELPING EACH GIRL REACH THEIR FULL POTENTIAL...
WITH YOUR SUPPORT

CONTRACTS,
CORPORATE

& FOUNDATIONS

INDIVIDUAL 
DONORS

$9,999 - $5,000

$4,999 - $2,000

$499 - $1

$30,00 and above
Cafritz Foundation 
DHCA Community Block
Development 
Eugene & Agnes E. Meyer
Foundation
GWCF - Education Pilot
Program with Robin
Salomon
Montgomery County DHHS
Montgomery County
Executive and Council 

$29.000-$20,000
Adobe Employee 
Community Fund
The Nancy Perry 
Marriott Foundation Inc

$19.990-$10,000
Carl Freeman Foundation
Healthcare Initiative
Foundation
Milton and Dorothy Sarnoff
Raymond Foundation
Paul Angell Foundation
Shugar Foundation
Wells Fargo

$9,999-$1

Ann Alsina
Anna Irwin
Anne Smith
Anne Vinson
Annette Rollins
Barb Cochnar
Beverly King
Bruce Adams
Candace Marshall
Cara Mattison
Carla Obenshain
Carol Ruegamer
Carter and Allen Blakey
Cassandra Hairston
Catherine Biesecker
Charlain Bailey
Charles Cummings
Charlotte Colvin
Chris McAndrews and
Tamara Horne
Christine Fitzgerald
Crystal Knight-Lee
Curren McLane
Dana Davidson
Danielle Herndon
Danita Byrd
David Dulan
Debbie Roumell
Deborah Jackson
Debra Goldstein
Donna Akiba Harper
Elaine Chang-Baxter
Elizabeth Miller
Ellen Weiss
Ellen Goldstein
Emily Skow
Erika Dickstein
Evelyn Flores
Floralee Felsenthal

Carla Reid
Edward (Ted) Geier
Jane De Angeli

Fager Family Fund 
Margot Simmerman
Michael & Carol
Mann/Salzman Household
Susan Madden
Soroptimist International -
Montgomery County

BOKS Foundation
City of Takoma Park
Les Dames d'Escoffier DC
Chapter
Nadel Family Foundation

$10,000 and above
Leslie and Erik Heyer
Robin Salomon

$1,999 - $1,000

$999 - $500

Alicia Alexion
Catherine and Isiah Leggett
Christina Taylor
Deirdre Robinson
Jennifer Meltzer
Kimya Jones
Laurence Platt and Clare
Herrington
Lucy McFadden
Margo Reid
Margot Zimmerman
Michelle Bender
Priscilla Bullock
Sharon Gleason
Shelly Alves
Wendy Doernberg

Aaron Davis
Brad Stewart
Cara Capizzi
Catherine Kennedy
Christine Owens
Cyndie Shadow
Dawn Mooney
Elizabeth Keeler and 
Harvey Meyerson
Ellen Cohen
Jacqueline Samuda
Karissa Ruano
Karla Silvestre
Larry Lynch 
Linda and David Jessup
Margaret Frankston
Margaret Latimer
Nina Schichor
Rizwan Siddiqi
Sally Rudney and Scott
Hoekman Family Fund
Sheila OConnell
Susie Salomon

Frances Cook & 
Darren Mitchell
Frank Rookard
Frederique Campagne Irwin
Gail Milazzo
Giancarlo Taylor
Gloria Bonilla
Holly Fechner
Howard and Susan Weiss
Jaclyn McGarry
Janet and Jack Schiff
Janice Derr
Janice and Bob Babe
Janie Cho
Jeannette O'Connor & 
Alan Quinlan
Jeff Robinson
Jenise Bobo
Jennifer Dickens
Jennifer Stein
Jennifer Williams
Joanne Meszoly
Joanne Capizzi
Judith Chinn
Julie Statland
Justus Cohen
Karen Taylor
Karen FitzGerald
Karen Micheals
Karla Maraboli
Karyn Riley
Katharine Boerner 
Kathleen Beeton
Kathy Judd
Katie Perugini
Keli Lynch
Kelly Caplan
Kenneth Nelson

Adrienne French
Alexia Kelley
Alice Kibler
Alicia Escoto
Allison Karasik
Amanda Conn
Amy Kossoff
Amy Levner
Amy Southerland
Angela Abrams
Angela Modrick
Ann Perper



VOLUNTEERS
P. Burton Gray
Pablo Blank
Pam Feinstein
Pamela Jones-Watford
Patricia Colihan
Paul Lerhman
Paula Adams
Paulette Saunders
Pearl Andrieu
Qamar Kazmi
REACS, Inc.
Reemberto Rodriguez &
Geraldina Dominguez
Rena Pina
Richard Gollub
Rob Grimmett
Roberta Valente
Rodney Wilson
Roxanna Zamarripa
Samuel Statland
Samuel O Holt
Selma Alston
Shannon Trudge
Shannon Babe & 
Ryan Thomas
Sharon Silverman
Stephanie Helsing
Stephanie LaMassa
Stephany Pizer
Stuart Tart
Susan Stolov
Susan and Garry Baker
Suzanne Amsbaugh
Swati Agrawal
Theresa Proctor
Theresa Testoni
Thomas Hettenhouser
Tina Calabro

Debra Liverpool
Delnora Lynn
Deonna Hope
Diana Nesko
Deirdre Robinson
Dilcia Morris
Dr. Cara Alexander
Elizabeth Hasfal
Ellen Siskind
Ellen Weiss
Erin Biesecker
Eryn Downey
Evelyn Flores
Fabiola Medivil-Smith
Flavia Goncalves
Gabrielle Vetter-Taaffe
Genesis Sotomayor
Isabella Tan
Itcenia Quezada 
Jacklyn Njoya
James Lee
Janai Hollinger
Jane De Angeli
Jazmin Torres
Jeannette O'Connor
Jennifer A Bateman
Jennifer Williams
Jessica Corvera
Jessica Deng
Jessica Lobos
Jessica Paula Gomez
Jewell Martin
Joana Smith-Romani
Karla Lopez Flores
Karon Phillips
Kate Killberg Rahaim
Katie Boushall
Katie Perugini
Kayleigh B Coppinger
Kelly Porter
Kiki Kienstra
Kim Jones
Krishnendu Mangal

Kristen McGregor
Lesley MacDonald
Linda Doernberg
Lorie Jackson
Lorraine Voles
Lucy Harrelson
Mackenzie Shay
Maisha Spann
Manasi Samal
Maria Arriaza-Polanco
Marianne Hope
Marie Medrano
Marie Maitre
Marilyn Ramirez
Mark De Angeli
Meg Rainy O'Rourke
Megan OToole
Melanie Lacher
Melinda Anderson
Mikayla Kinloch
Mike Larson
Molly Lynch
Nishell Savory
Pearl Andrieu
Pritma (Mickey) Irizarry
Ranit Schmelzer
Rick Liu
Robyn Swirling
Ryan Salomon
Ryan Thomas
Rossiely Perez
Selamawit Tsegaye
Stefanie Jones
Stephanie Helsing
Stephanie Rizas
Susan Baker
Theresa Testoni
Tisha Gandy
Trudy Trucker
Walter Carlton
Wendy Doernberg
Xinjun Yu
Yesenia Salguero

Keli Lynch
Kelly Caplan
Kenneth Nelson
Kevie Niland
Kim Jones
Kim McGettigan
Kimberly Rusnak
Kimberly Harley
Kori Wood
Lailah Mujahid
Lara Friedman
Laura Frene
Laura Horsley
Lavinia Baxter
Lesley MacDonald
Linda Doernberg
Linda Porter
Linda Spates
Lisa Orange
Lisa Simms Booth
Liz Dahan
Lori Rounds
Lorraine Voles
Marc Elrich
Marianne Hope
Marie Liebetrau
Martin Rookard
Mary Freeman
Maryam Casbarro
Melanie Soley
Michael ODea
Michael and Marianne
Thomas
Michele Bailey
Michele Moller
Mier Wolf
Mike Larson
Mirdrede Strachan
Molly Knopf
Molly May
Molly Lynch
Monica Johnson
Monica Ettinger

Monique Pond
Naomi Nim
Neely Horak
Neil and Linda Burka
Norah Neale

Veronica Bennett
Victor Williams
Victoria Cook
Virginia Weil
Wendy Patten

Aditi Joshi
Alan Doernberg
Albinus D'Sa
Alexis Lennon
Alexis Kurtz-Hoggard
Alia Bakry
Alice Heiserman
Alis Rivera
Allen Perper
Allison Kerasik
Alliss Arevalo Campos
Amy Mitchelle
Anagha Pratheep
Angeline Vilmar
Ann Collins
Ann Perper
Ariege Besson
Armenia Juarez
Barbara Shansby
Bea Beri
Bianca Moreno Rupert
Brenda Padilla
Britany Stott
Bruce Danley
Bruce Lewis
Caitlin Mittrick
Carolyn Pollard
Chaochao Zuo
Charlain Bailey
Claire Ettinger 
Clarie Asenso
Colette Anderson
Cristal Ouedraogo
Cyndie Shadow
Danielle Flint
Debbie Roumell



communitybridgesinc cb_empowergirlscb_empowergirls

INVEST IN A GIRLVOLUNTEERMENTOR

WAYS TO GET INVOLVED


